
 

 

 

 

Desert Willow FAST Academy 

Fine Arts, Science, and Technology 

 

If Magnet School Assistance Program (MSAP) funds are awarded the following narrative 

outlines an aggressive plan for implementation. If MSAP funds are not awarded the following 

plan will be implemented at a slower pace. Middle school academies are a priority outlined in 

our community and school strategic plan known as The Palmdale PROMISE.  

Each of our middle school academies will offer three learning pathways. Two pathways are 

district priorities: Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics (STEAM) using 

selected modules from Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Gateway to Learning, and Visual 

and Performing Arts (VAPA). Each middle school has also developed a third campus-

specific magnet program that will be developed through detailed planning in Year 1. Each 

magnet pathway will require teachers to teach and use “backward planning,” working with the 

students to design a culminating project, and then determine the planning, information, materials, 

information, and timeline to execute the project. By Year 3, all magnet academies will have 

magnet themes integrated across a multidisciplinary curriculum. For example, History and 

Language Arts students will explore the development and growth of STEM industries of the 

magnet theme, and explore current events and the effect on the advancement and expansion of 

magnet technologies. Students will discuss, debate, and write expository pieces to deepen their 



learning. VAPA students will discover how the media and developing technologies impact the 

arts. They will also work alongside engineering and design students to design and build theater 

sets and lighting schemes for school drama performances. Magnet academies will integrate 

Humanities, Arts, Sciences, and Technologies through development of interdisciplinary Project 

Based Learning. 

Program Overview. Desert Willow FAST Academy is a unique middle school magnet 

program that will give students three magnet options: Fine Arts, Science, or Technology. 

The Fine Arts pathway will provide introductory to advanced learning and performance 

opportunities for students in vast array of visual arts, performing arts, and other advanced 

elective offerings. All courses are designed for students wishing to pursue fine arts in high 

school and college. All courses will increase students’ creativity and critical thinking. 

The Visual Arts Pathway is an innovative and rigorous program in which students hone their 

skills in studio areas such as drawing, painting, sculpture, ceramics, printmaking, graphic design, 

photography, and digital video. Students will also learn the art critique process, investigate art 

careers, and study art history and aesthetics. Performing Arts is a rigorous and exciting program 

for students who are interested in pursuing vocal music, instrumental music, theatre, or dance in 

high school and college or for students who wish to increase their creative and critical thinking 

skills. Students will develop their performance ability through Chorus, Band, Dance, 

Keyboarding and Musical Theatre. Beginning Band will provide students opportunities to learn 

the basics of every instrument, then they choose their “Top 3.” With the band director’s help, 

students will choose the best instrument for each student. Students will also learn to read music 

and learn the fundamentals of music performance on their chosen instrument. Concert Band is 

open to students with one year of experience on an instrument. Students will build upon the 



fundamentals of performance that they learned in Beginning Band and will perform intermediate 

band literature. Wind Ensemble is the premier performing ensemble at Desert Willow FAST 

Academy. This course is open to students with at least one year of experience on an 

instrument. Students are placed into this group based on audition and skill. Students will learn 

advanced instrumental and ensemble techniques to perform more advanced band compositions. 

Jazz Band is available to students with at least one year of experience playing trumpet, 

trombone, alto/tenor/baritone saxophone, drums, piano, bass guitar, or electric guitar (other 

instruments are possible to add). Students will learn the fundamentals of Jazz performance 

including swing style and improvisation. 

Beginning String Orchestra is open to students who have never played a stringed 

instrument before. Students may choose to play violin, viola, cello or bass. They will learn the 

fundamentals of string playing, reading music, rhythm, and musicianship. Intermediate String 

Orchestra is open to students with least one year of group instruction. Students will continue in 

their development of technique, musicianship and music theory. Advanced String Orchestra is 

open to students with at least one year of group instruction. Students will audition for the 

Advanced String Orchestra. Keyboarding is open to students who wish to learn to play the 

keyboard. No experience is necessary. Students will learn basic keyboard, how to read music, 

and the fundamentals of group performance. Digital Music Theory/Composition is an 

innovative course that utilizes our iMac Lab, midi keyboards, music notation software, and 

GarageBand to teach students about music theory, piano skills, and composition. Students will 

compose original music in various styles and forms while in this year-long class 

Beginning Chorus will be open to all students. Anyone can learn to sing! Students will 

learn basic, healthy vocal technique, and they will also explore a wide range of music genres. For 



students with previous choral experience, Choir will be the premier vocal ensemble at Desert 

Willow FAST Academy. In Choir, students will sing a wide range of music, including pop, jazz, 

world music, classical, and folk. Dance (Beginning, Intermediate, Advanced) will provide 

students opportunities to develop fundamental knowledge and skills in two or more dance styles, 

recognize choreographic processes, enhance aesthetic awareness, and make connections between 

dance and other subject areas. Drama and Musical Theatre will enable students to participate 

in varied aspects of acting and musical theater, with special attention to the fundamentals of 

voice production, stage movement, acting, characterization, dance, and technical aspects of a 

plays and musicals. Students will use interactive media to create and store sounds, music, 

images, and special effects on an iMac. All students enrolled in performance-based music classes 

will perform a minimum of three concerts each year. 

Visual Arts Pathway. A strategic plan will be developed through collaboration with Los 

Angeles County Arts for All to develop the Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) Program at 

Desert Willow Academy. VAPA teachers will implement the Visual and Performing Arts 

Standards for California. In collaboration with core teachers, VAPA teachers will provide 

guidance for integration of visual and performing arts within the core curriculum.   

Beginning Art is an introductory course where students will create art in various 2-D and 

3-D media including drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, and digital art. Students will also 

learn about art history, art criticism, aesthetics, and art careers. Students enrolled in Digital 

Videography will create a portfolio of videos - Instructional Video, Book Trailer, Drama, 

Comedy, and Public Service Announcement - in an iMac computer lab that uses iMovie, iPhoto, 

GarageBand, and Final Cut Studio. Students will use technology to produce music, video, and 

theatrical productions. We hope to inspire our students to write and produce original music, 



video and film. In Year 2 or 3, we plan to bring the John Lennon Educational Tour Bus to our 

school with MSAP funds. The John Lennon Bus is a mobile state-of-the art multimedia 

audio/music and HD video recording studio that teaches and engages students in writing, 

performing and producing original songs, music videos and documentary productions – all in one 

day www.lennonbus.org.  

Graphic Arts provides students with skills in Digital Photograph and Graphic 

Design. Students will learn to use a digital camera to explore photography as an art form. This 

will include digital manipulation and layering. This class will meet in an iMac computer lab 

with iPhoto, Aperture, GIMP, and Photoshop Elements. Cameras and drawing tablets are 

provided for use during class time. The year-long project will be Yearbook. There are 

numerous opportunities to integrate technology and the arts. Desert Willow will create a lab 

for integrating technology, journalism, photography, digital art, graphic design and 

performing arts. Advanced 2-D Art students will develop advanced skills in drawing, 

painting, printmaking. Students will develop an art portfolio, participate in art competitions, 

and learn to exhibit artwork. Students will continue to develop art skills and techniques in 

Advanced 3-D Media including ceramics, sculpture, and fiber arts. Students will develop an 

art portfolio, participate in art competitions, and learn to exhibit artwork in the Museum of Art 

and History events in Lancaster. Students may also be selected to join the Pasadena Arts 

Society. 

Environmental Science Pathway provides integration between Science, Technology 

Engineering and Mathematics. Our Environmental Science Pathway focuses on developing a 

deep understanding of NGSS and includes modules from PLTW. Students will receive a 

rigorous, academically challenging curriculum with intense science and math instruction. 

http://www.lennonbus.org/


Students will participate in early engineering experiences with technology integrated across the 

curriculum. Teachers will use PBL and an innovative, hands-on curriculum to involve students in 

asking questions, understanding the interactions between ecosystems, analyzing and interpreting 

data, finding answers to real world issues and designing solutions to environmental problems. 

Students will engage in field and outdoor learning while working with experts at the Aquatic 

Laboratory and Hydroponic Lab.  Students will discover how matter and energy are 

transferred between producers, consumers and decomposers as the three groups interact within 

the ecosystem.  Students in the Hydroponic Design Lab will utilize the existing water feature in 

the Mezzanine level of Desert Willow to design and create a hydroponic lab.  

Desert Willow hopes to implement an Interactive Virtual Science Lab in Year 2, 

providing students with opportunities to conduct ongoing investigations on molecules and 

organisms. The Virtual Lab helps students learn basic laboratory techniques and practice 

methods used by lab technicians and researchers in a variety of careers. Students will use and 

develop models to describe the functions of an organisms utilizing technology, keeping safety 

standards at high levels and minimizing waste in a typical lab. Virtual labs will enable students 

to develop skills in identifying empirical evidence and using scientific reasoning. Virtual lab 

experiences will help students explain organic structures as well as understand the impact of 

human activity on natural resources.   

Desert Willow has existing areas already terraced and equipped to house a Learning 

Garden located on the south side of the campus. Its prime location and natural shelter will 

provide students with the prime conditions for the Learning Garden to be designed and built 

by the Green Architecture class. Students will not only know the plant in its importance 

within the earth’s ecology, but also within the context of the environment. Sustainable 



Resourcing students will discover that human activities are major factors in environmental 

change that have both short and long term consequences, and are positive and negative for the 

health of people and the natural environment. Community partnership with Waste 

Management of the Antelope Valley will provide students with an understanding of the end-

product for processing waste materials. Students will participate in a field trip to Waste 

Management to understand the process required for materials to be recycled and repurposed. 

Students will engage in a recycling effort and create a system for separating biodegradable 

waste, recyclable waste and non-recyclable waste. Students in this class will establish and 

maintain systems and protocols to increase amount of recycled materials and decrease the 

non-recyclable materials in schools. Students will also research, design and implement their 

own campaign for an environmental issue of their choice. Students will contact major 

agencies and influential people to interview by phone or internet about their efforts to save our 

planet, animals or humans. 

The AV Air Quality Management District will help with development of curriculum, 

provide classroom speakers, help identify other environmental resources, facilitate field trips 

in the AV, and provide mentoring for the 8th Grade Culminating Project. AVAQMD will 

provide one grant each year for a teacher to attend the Keystone Science School. This institute 

provides educators with the process, skills, and confidence to investigate current 

environmental and STEM issues with their students. Teachers learn how to combine 

classroom lessons with real-world experiences (www.keystonescienceschool.org). 

Digital Communication Pathway will provide students with opportunities for 

communicating effectively and working interdependently with multidisciplinary careers. 

Students will develop digital knowledge, values, and a range of critical thinking, communication 

http://www.keystonescienceschool.org/


and information management skills for the digital age. Digital Literacy will move students from 

the basic level of access to use to understanding and eventually the creation of websites, blogs, 

vlogs, computer applications and programs. Digital Humanities provides students skills to 

develop into responsible and engaged digital citizens. Developing a Media Studies elective will 

provide the connection between the narrative and visual interpretation of media. Students can 

participate in Journalism, Social Justice Studies as well as Toastmasters. Students in the 

Communication Pathway can produce a documentary film or may incorporate speech/debate on a 

historical topic integrating the perspective of the Arts. The Communication Pathway can include 

learning a second or third language in our language lab. The use of Duolingo will provide 

students with the program required to explore multiple languages. 

Desert Willow staff recognizes that middle school students may not be ready to choose 

and invest in a single pathway. Students may enter VAPA, Science or Technology, or 

Communication pathways in 6th, 7th, or 8th grade, and may continue their chosen pathway for 

one, two, or three years. The interdisciplinary approach will provide students with opportunities 

to move within different pathways. Students may choose to explore all three pathways over the 

three middle school years.  

 

 


